
 Social Structures
96. If a free person puts out the eye of another free person, that person's eye shall be put out.
197. If a free person breaks the bone of another free person, that person's bone shall be broken.
198. If a free person puts out the eye or breaks the bone of a civil-servant, that person shall pay 
one-half kilogram of silver.
199. If a free person puts out the eye or breaks the bone of another free person's slave, that 
person shall pay half the value of the slave.
195. If a son strikes his father, his hand shall be cut off.
205. If a free person's slave strikes the cheek of another free person, the ear of the slave shall be 
cut off.
282. If a slave says to the master, "you are not my master," the master shall cut off the slave's 
ear.
138. If a free man wishes to divorce his wife who has had no children, he must pay her a 
settlement equal to the value of the gifts he gave her father when they were married plus the 
dowry she brought from her father's house; by paying this settlement he divorces her.
139. If the free man had given her father no gifts, this part of his settlement shall amount to one-
half kilogram of silver.
140. If the man is a civil-servant, he shall pay one-sixth of a kilogram of silver.

The Operation of the Judicial System
3. If a free person commits perjury during a murder-trial and the perjury is discovered, that 
person shall be executed.
4. If a free person commits perjury during a damage suit, that person will be liable for the 
damages.
5. If a judge delivers a written verdict and later changes it, that judge shall pay twelve times the 
amount of the damages awarded in the verdict. Then the judge shall be publicly expelled from 
office.

Economic Structures
14. If a free person kidnaps the son of another free person, the kidnapper shall be executed.
15. If a free person helps a slave of either a palace or a civil-servant escape, that person shall be 
executed.
16. If a free person gives shelter to a fugitive slave of either a palace or a civil-servant, that 
person shall be executed.
25. If a fire breaks out in a free person's house and another free person who went to extinguish 
the fire saw, wanted, and looted any of the property in the house, the looter shall be executed by 
being thrown into that fire.



109. If rebels meet in a bar and the woman who owns the bar does not capture them and take 
them to the palace, that woman shall be executed.
229. If a carpenter has erected a poorly constructed house, so that the walls cave in and kill the 
homeowner, that carpenter shall be executed.
230. If the poorly constructed house causes the death of the homeowner's son, the carpenter's 
son shall be executed.
231. If the poorly constructed house causes the death of the homeowner's slave, the carpenter 
shall provide an equivalent slave for the homeowner.
232. If the poorly constructed house causes the destruction of the homeowner's property, the 

carpenter shall replace whatever has been destroyed; if the entire house caves in, the 
carpenter shall rebuild it free of charge.

The Doing of Justice
6. If a free person steals sacred property from a temple or palace, that person shall be executed, 
along with anyone who purchased the stolen property.
8. If a free person steals ordinary property, such as an ox or a sheep, from a temple or palace, 
that person shall repay thirty times the amount of the stolen property. If a free person steals the 
same type of property from a civil-servant, that person shall repay ten times. If a thief cannot 
pay, that thief shall be executed.
22. If a free person robs another free person and is caught, that thief shall be executed.
23. If the thief is not caught, the city of the free person who has been robbed shall pay for the 
loss.
250. If a free person's ox happens to gore another free person on the street so that the person 
dies, there is no cause of action.
251. If the free person's ox is a habitual gorer, and the free person has been officially notified 
yet does not cover the horns of the ox or tie it up, then if the ox gores another free person so that 
the person dies, the owner of the ox shall pay one-fourth kilogram of silver to the relatives of 
the deceased.


