
V: Story of English

English Official Language
A: Origins of English



Fæder&ure&þu&þe&eart&on&heofonum;&
Si&þin&nama&gehalgod&
to&becume&þin&rice&
gewurþe&ðin&willa&
on&eorðan&swa&swa&on&heofonum.&&
urne&gedæghwamlican&hlaf&syle&us&todæg&
and&forgyf&us&ure&gyltas&
swa&swa&we&forgyfað&urum&gyltendum&
and&ne&gelæd&þu&us&on&costnunge&
ac&alys&us&of&yfele&soþlice&&

Oure%fadir%that%art%in%heuenes,%halewid%be%thi%
name;%thi%kyndoom%come%to;%be%thi%wille%don%in%
erthe%as%in%heuene:%gyue%to%us%this%dai%oure%
breed%ouer%othir%substaunce;%and%forgyue%to%us%
oure%de:s,%as%we%forgyuen%to%oure%ge;ouris;%
and%lede%us%not%in%to%temptacioun,%but%delyuere%
us%fro%yuel.%

Our$Father,$which$art$in$heaven,Hallowed$be$thy$
Name.$Thy$Kingdom$come.$Thy$will$be$done$in$
earth,$As$it$is$in$heaven.$Give$us$this$day$our$
daily$bread.And$forgive$us$our$trespasses,As$we$
forgive$them$that$trespass$against$us.$And$lead$
us$not$into$temptaAon,$But$deliver$us$from$evil.$
For$thine$is$the$kingdom,$The$power,$and$the$
glory,$For$ever$and$ever.$Amen.$$$

B: Diffusion of English



English Official Language

USA Political Presence

Map of USA Embassies



USA/GB Driven Global Commerce & Internet
English Pop Culture  

(Movie, Books, Sports, Theatre)

Elite Education = English Elite Language



Religion: Christian texts in English American 
 Tourism 
& Flights

Political Borders are not Language Borders Isogloss in USA



Discussion
How do languages 
Change?

Dialect in USA

Tracing Words/Dialects



Dialect in UK

Differences)between)Bri.sh)and)
American)English)

•  Different)because)se9lers)in)America)encountered)new)objects,)
animals,)etcetera.)

•  New)animals,)for)example,)were)given)Na.ve)American)Names.)
•  As)new)inven.ons)appeared)they)received)different)names.)

Vocabulary)

•  Spelling)diverged)from)a)strong)na.onal)American)Iden.ty.))
• Webster,)an)American)dic.onary)publisher)had)an)American)agenda)

Spelling)

•  Largely)explained)by)distance)and).me.)

Pronuncia.on)

Discussion
What is the difference 
between Dialect, Pidgin and 
Creole?



Pidgin & Creole in USA

Pidgin = Syncretism of 2 
simplified languages

Creole = When Pidgin becomes 
the main language of the region

Sino-Tibetan Language



Sino-Tibetan Language Sino-Tibetan Language

Sino-Tibetan Language



Austronesian Language





Language
III.Language in a Country

A. Divisions & Isolation
1. Language Fragmentation: People speaking many 

different languages bc physical/cultural barriers
2. Language Isolates: Not related to any around it 

(ex: Basque in Spain)
3. Isogloss: Boundary of a language or dialect

B. Governments: How to rule over diversity?
1. Official Language: used on all official docs/$/etc

a. Can have multiple
b. Can be spoken by small % of population

2. Pidgin: Simplified/limited version of language.
3. Creole: A pidgin > its own major language 
4. Mixed: Mixture of two languages (Spanglish, 

Franglish, Denglish)

Language
IV.Minority Language Fight Back

A. Problems
1. Minor languages disappearing/converging rapidly

a. Extinct/Dead = No longer spoken by anyone
2. Causes: Imperialism, Dif. of Pop culture, Global 

Commerce
B. Promise & Hope

1. Folk Cultures Resisting Assimilation 
a. Native Am, Tibetians in China, Cornish in GB

2. Post-Imperial Nationalism
a. Folk cultures getting reestablished, sign of Ind. 

Ex: Gaelic (Ireland), Hebrew (Israel)
b. Mtple Official Languages: Create unity/peace 

Ex: S. Africa (9), Canada (Fr/Eng), Most Africa



Language
3. Devolution: Cnt. Gov giving power to Regions to 

use Folk Language to create unity
a. Ex:Welsh (GB), Maori (New Zea), Breton (Fr) 

Inuktitut (Canada)
4. Separatist Movements: Promotes Folk Language 

to resist/break away
5. Gov’t Support: Creating peace/unity

a. Ex: Native Am forced assim, EU Bureau of 
Little Spoken Languages

6. Tourism: Wanting the “authentic experience”  
Ex: Welsh in GB

7. Mass Communication
a. Cheap easy preservation & distribution
b. Connecting speakers easily, creating digital 

communities


