
Language

Discussion
What are the top 5 largest 
native languages?

There are an estimated 6-7,000 languages 
spoken in the world.



Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish 
are the mother tongue or second language of about half 

of the world's population
Approximately 80% of languages are spoken by less 

than 100,000 people.

Approximately 50 languages are only spoken by one 
person. 



Commonly spoken languages 
by native speakers.

    Language      % of Pop	

1. Mandarin Chinese   12.44% 
2. Spanish     4.85% 
3. English      4.83% 
4. Arabic      3.25% 
5. Hindi            2.68% 
6. Bengali      2.66% 
7. Portuguese     2.62% 
8. Russian      2.12% 
9. Japanese      1.8% 
10. Standard German    1.33%

Phonemes

Morphology

Syntax

Grammar

Language System

Discussion
Is all language just sounds?



Name That Language?
Based on its appearance, 
What language is it?









Afro-Asiatic Indo-European

Sino-Tibetan Austronesian



Discussion
How do languages spread?

How did English get here?



 Why so much diversity?  Why so much diversity?

 Why so much diversity?

Language

Groups

Branches

Families

Protype



French

Romance

Latin

Indo-European

Nostralic

Germanic

Spanish Italian

Portug. Catalan

German English

Dutch Afrikaan



Language families by 
speakers.

    Language Family  Approx. # of Speakers % of Pop	

1. Indo-European          2.562 billion         44.78%	
2. Sino-Tibetan          1.276 billion         22.28%	
3. Niger-Congo          358 million    6.26%	
4. Afro-Asiatic            340 million    5.93%	
5. Austronesian          312 million    5.45%	
6. Dravidian           222 million    3.87% 
7. Altaic                     145 million    2.53%	
8. Japanese           123 million    2.16%	
9. Austro-Asiatic          101 million    1.77%	
10. Tai-Kadai                 78 million    1.37%

Indo-European Language



Indo-European Language

Shared Phonemes & Morph.


