AP Psychology, Fall 2019
Dear Students and Parents,


Thank you in advance for all of your interest in this course, the number of sign ups in this course has been astronomical, we had to turn many people away again (regrettably so) because the demand is so high.  Practically every possible seat in all 5 sections of my AP Psychology course is filled.  It gives me such a positive feeling to know that so many students are willingly signing up for a challenging course because it intrigues them so much.


I truly believe that psychology is the absolute best course students, especially upper grade students, can take and not just because I’m pushing my own interest.  Above any class offered in high school, this one is the most advantageous for students because this course is all about you, and who doesn’t want to learn more about themselves and why you are the way you are, and gain understanding in why you feel how you feel, act how you act, and think what you think.  So this a very personal class because almost every tidbit of information you will learn and experience this year comes back for you to learn more about yourself.  Also, whether you intend to major in psychology or not, almost every major in universities and colleges require at least some introductory psychology classes.  Passing the AP Exam can easily knock a college course off your workload or prepare you much better for the ones you still must take.

Speaking of the AP Exam, taking and passing that should be your top priority aside from gaining more insight into yourselves and humanity in this course.  I expect all students’ end game goal in this course to take and pass the AP Psychology Exam.  However, that being said, for those of you who already know or have a pretty good idea where you will be attending higher education either next year or the year after, please research and make sure that your college or university will accept passing scores from the AP Psychology Exam, some will not.  Also, some colleges and universities now only accept a score of 4 or 5 on the AP Exam for Psychology even though a 3 is nationally accepted as passing.  However, a bill passed by the NC assembly mandated that all public NC universities must give college credt for any AP exam with a score of 3 or higher.  Please know ahead of time concerning the AP Exam whether it will be accepted by your institution of choice and if they require a higher score than the minimum passing score (get your counselors to help you find out).  If you find that some of these conditions apply, while I still encourage you to take the AP Exam (you never know where you might actually end up attending), it might understandably not fit well into your future plans.

In terms of the class itself, AP Psychology exemplifies and teaches the reality of humanity with minimal reservation, and as such we deal with a lot of controversial and sometimes painful and difficult material.  It is a very high paced and academia level content with lots of technical and applied information, sometimes overwhelmingly so.  We do the science, social, and personal sides to psychology, we also build a foundation with the who’s and what’s of the science but we dig very deeply into the more important how’s and why’s that make it university grade stuff.  Critical thinking is a must for this course and we will be debating and arguing a lot of gray area material because psychology has very little black and white areas and lots of gray areas.  This course is designed to be very open because of the content so students are encouraged to ask the questions they truly have and I will try to establish the warmest and most comfortable atmosphere I can so that students can feel as if they can do those things.


Bring a 3 ring binder (I have an industrial hole punch, extra notebook paper, and LOTS of highlighters.  I provided all the documents in paper form, but the highlighters and pens or pencils to jot on them are critical.  If you lose note packets or important documents, go to my Canvas website and print off another copy.  Also great if you want more than one set of notes (clean vs. worked in) for test reviews.  We do focus on personal aspects of the course and we focus on AP exam prep.  It’s free, it’s doable if you are committed and I will do everything in my power to get you there.

Any time we take notes in class on a day, the next day (including Mondays) you always run the chance that I will quiz you on the previous day’s notes (only the previous day’s notes, nothing farther back).  Get in the habit of taking five minutes to review previous day’s notes every morning.  Sometimes you may be handed a short assignment such as reading an article or typing up a quick opinion paper that will be due the next day.  You may also sometimes be asked as homework to go to a specific website or look at certain articles or videos on the Internet and be ready to discuss and perhaps even be quizzed on them the next day.  So readily available Internet access is also a must for this course.  All tests and essay questions (and even some quizzes) in this course will be designed in the same format style as questions and essay prompts would appear on the AP Exam so you can be comfortable and equipped to tackle that format style when it counts.  We will also spend some time taking some practice AP tests and essay prompts so you can get accustomed to them and see the methods involved, understand the scoring, and gain insight into what AP graders are looking for on essay prompt responses in writing style and content.

Material comes quickly.  Review sessions in late April help to offset this.  If you are not committed to attending at least some review sessions in the spring, that indicates to me that you are not committed to passing the AP Psychology Exam, and frankly without that commitment, I would discourage you from then taking the exam even though it is free again.  I will work out times and dates that are as convenient to as many people’s busy schedules as I can.  I’m here early and stay very late after school nearly every day.  I am available, approachable, and accessible during every lunch and after school but it won’t matter if you won’t come see me, so please take advantage of that.  As it is an AP course, I am here for you but I do require that you take the initiative.

My school email address is jtaylor4@wcpss.net.  Any issues or questions, email me, I don’t know your thoughts and concerns if you don’t express them.
